By Lightnek Witmee.
In an article on clinical psychology in tlie first number of this journal, I described the beginnings of the psychological clinic at the University of Pennsylvania in the year 1896 and the general character of the work during the subsequent ten years.
During the past year, the demand upon the resources of the Although removal to a more favorable environment, good food and medical treatment, even without mental training, would have made some improvement in this child's physical and mental condition, she showed mental characteristics which at the start made it difficult for her to progress. . She was not only deaf and subject to a speech defect,?both the direct result of adenoids,? but she manifested also inefficient attention and appeared to be subject to fits of sullenness, both of which may have been directly due to the adenoids, but were probably also causally related to insufficient nourishment, bad air, and poor home training. The fits of sullenness were of special interest. They came on frequently and even now she is subject to them, although she is greatly improved in this respect. It is somewhat difficult to distinguish between inability to give attention, sullenness, deafness, and a temperamental shyness. She often refuses to answer a question which she will sometimes answer readily and intelligently if the question is repeated in a louder tone of voice. At other times she refuses to answer even though it is thus repeated, unless the question is put to her by her teacher or some one with whom she is quite familiar. At other times she will even refuse to answer the trainer.
In the school room during the summer work, Miss Town found that in the first minutes of the school session it was often quite impossible to obtain the child's attention or co-operation in any school work.
If the child were let alone for from fifteen minutes to half an hour, she appeared to become ready to take up her co-operation But the problem will then have become a social problem, as medical care and psychological training will have done their full work in restoring her to health and normal mentality. She will be discharged from the hospital school cured. But will society see to it that she does not again become the victim of lier environment ?
